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Islamic Movement in Songhai during the Reign of Askia Muhammad the Great (898-923 AH /
1439-1528 CE

Hawa Mohamed Talag Ali
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Abstract Keywords
Historical information about religious life in the Western Sudan region is relatively Islam, Islamic
scarce compared to North African Arab cities. Local Sudanese historians primarily Culture - Sungai
focused on political and economic conditions, neglecting significant attention to Kingdom,
religious and cultural life. Consequently, their accounts are insufficient. As Songhai is Alaskan
one of the cities of the Western Sudan, its religious life does not differ significantly from Muhammad al-
other Islamic Sudanese cities, such as Mali. Kabir

The spread of Arab-Islamic culture in the Western Sudan was facilitated by three main
means: trade caravan routes, Arab-Maghrebi merchants and their organizations, and
African preachers themselves. However, the most critical factor in spreading Islam in
the region was Islam itself—a sophisticated social system advocating equality among
people, disregarding racial or class distinctions, and valuing individuals based on
righteous deeds. By the 2nd century AH (8th century CE), Arab tribes began migrating
southward, reaching the Western Sudan. The Sahara did not hinder cultural and
commercial exchanges, which played a vital role in transmitting Arab-Islamic
influences. The rise of Islam intensified after the fall of the Ghana Empire to the
Almoravids in 1076 CE, leading to the establishment of advanced Islamic kingdoms
influenced by northern influences.

The Islamic exchange between Arabs and the Western Sudan was multifaceted.
Teaching was not limited to Arab Muslim scholars; both sides actively participated in a
vibrant Islamic scholarly movement, transforming mosques into thriving centers of
learning and culture.

This research covers key topics:

. Historical geography of Songhai.

. Political and social organizations of Songhai.

. Songhai’s final independence from Mali.

. Songhai under Askia Muhammad.

. Songhai’s economy during Askia Muhammad’s reign.

. Administrative system of the Songhai Empire.

. Islamic movement in Songhai during Askia Muhammad’s reign.

. Arabic language and Islamic culture in Songhai.
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